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BLENHEIM HALL, 
CHALK FARM ROAD. 

A SUCCESSION of performances have taken 
place at this new hall by the many and clever 
pupils of the directress, Miss Herbert. * The 
Wednesday amusements consisted of the never- 
failing play amongst amateurs of the ‘Honey- 
moon,” and, as an afterpiece, “King Charles 
i.” 

In the play the directress, Miss Herbert, 
undertook the principal character of Juliana, 
where her abilities were seen to great advan- 
tage, the part requiring great versatile talent, 
which she undoubtedly possesses, and which will 
prove a good copy in point of acting for her 
pupils. Miss Herbert not only possesses talent 
in her acting, but her demeanour and action in 
all she does is appropriate to the character she 
represents, added to which she sings delightful- 
ly, and is an excellent musician, all of which 
accomplishments are required to be enabled to 
teach others. She was in all respects what the 
author intended the character of Juliana to be, 
and should be seen to give an idea of the beau- 
ties of the part and how it ought to be repre- 
sented. She was very warmly greeted on her 
entrauce on the stage by a crowded and fashion- 
able audience. She has many talented pupils, 
amongst which were a young lady who was the 
Violante, Miss Lawton, who is fast improving, 
and Miss Clifton, who played and looked the 
part of Zamora to aT, and who possesses rare 
ability. Mr Harley as the Duke Aranza, is a 
very painstaking amateur, and was well up in 
the text; he had a clear conception of the 
author’s meaning, but he is given to redundancy 
of unnecessary action, and there is a lack of 
dignity and self-possession he will do well to 
study ; in all other respects, as regards his 
person, voice, articulation, and delivery, he is all 
that can be desired. Mr Bligh was the Montal- 
ban, and very carefully and well he played it. 
Mr Toms as the mock Duke, was quite at home, 
and kept the audience screaming with laughter; 
it was a fine slice of comedy acting, and quite 
original, not copying any great name. Mr F. 
G. Rowse, who was engaged on this occasion 





for the character of Balthazar, made his first 
appearance here, and was well received. He is 
a very diligent and useful amateur in such 
characters. Miss Herbert introduced a song in 
the last act, which was encored with immense 
enthusiasm. 

The comedy of “Charles II.” went off but 
tardily. Mr R, Gaston was the Captain Copp, 
and although this amateur generally plays 
tragedy, he shows ability in a new line, and 
was amply repaid by the plaudits of the audi- 
ence. The female characters were the most 
prominent. Miss Saville as Lady Clara, looked 
and acted charmingly with grace and ladylike 
demeanour, and Miss N, Graham as Mary Copp, 
Captain Copp’s neice, sang a duet with Minas 
Lawton (the words by Miss Herbert) which was 
loudly called for a second time. 

We noticed a very nice addition in the theatre 
by placing some large vases with flowers before 
the foot lights un the stage, which have a cheer- 
ful and pretty -effect, 





CABINET THEATRE. 

THE proprietor of this amateur theatre, Mr 
Dryden, has altered and re-decorated this well- 
known place of amusement, and it has now be- 
come one of the prettiest gems of the kind in 
the metropolis, 

An excellent performance was given on the 
6th inst., too late to be noticed in our last im- 
pression. The play selected was that of 
Knowles’s “ Hunchback,” which was chosen for 
a young lady’s debét in the part of Julia. We 
hear that the young lady’s name is Bertram, 
but the poet says, “ What’s ina name? A rose 
would smell as sweet by any other,” and this 
young aspirant’s abilities would shine with 
equal lustre if she assumed any other than that 
of the talented Miss Bertram. The lady in 
question is rather above the middle stature, and 
of good figure, with expressive features and a 
pleasing voice, and good delivery. Her deport- 
ment on the stage is free, easy, and ladylike, 
and her action is unrestrained. With these 

ualifications we are not at all surprised at 
the success she evidently met with from an 
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enlightened and discriminating audience. In 
the early scenes with Helen she depicted the 
innocent and inexperienced country girl very 
naturally, and when she was brought to town 
and introduced to a different class of society, 
she aped the flaunting fine lady admirably, and 
her triumph as regards versatile talent was 
particularly shown where Clifford brings the 
letter; it was full of love and pathetic feeling. 
We have no doubt she would do great justice to 
the character of Lady Teazle, in the ‘ School 
for Scandal.” She was well supported by Miss 
Ritta as Helen, who appears to have had much 
experience, and who acted with spirit and great 
care. Mr Dryden as Master Walter, was well 
up in the text, and went through the character 
very creditably. Mr Millett as Sir T. Clifford, 
was well adapted to the part, both in person 
and other qualifications, being a good elocu- 
tionist, with a pleasing voice and expressive 
features ; he was gentlemanly in his demeanour, 
and acted with great care and feeling, but it is 
a character where there is no chance of telling 
the actor’s declamatory powers. We hope to 
see him in some other stirring character, Mr 
Shields as Lord Tinsel, was very good, but a 
little more of the dashing fop would have 
heightened his acting. The part of Modus found 
a praiseworthy representative in Mr Meldon; 
it is said each man in his time plays many 
parts, which is the case with this clever actor; 
if he does not succeed in all to the letter, he 
does not lose caste by any part we have seen 
him attempt, for his Modus has certainly added 
to his reputation as a general actor amongst 
amateurs: so much for being well educated. 
The smaller parts were well distributed amongst 
Messrs F. G. Howard, Blake, Mitchell, Hall, 
etc. The applause was unanimous on the fall 
of the curtain. 








GAIETY. 


THe new drama by Robertson, entitled, 
“* Dreams,” is drawing full houses nightly, It 
is very interesting, and is put upon the stage 
with every consideration to give effect. The 


scenery is picturesque, and the appointments of 


a novel description, ‘The characters are all well 
supported by first-rate artistes, and the greatest 
justice is done for the author. Mr A. Wigan 
undertakes two characters, those of father and 
son, and although he is well made up for the 
characters he assumes, he is evidently too old 
to look the latter, however, he makes amends 
by his splendid acting. Mr Clayton is also 
worthy of notice for the careful gentlemanly 
manner in which he assumes the character of 
Forrestcourt. Mr Eldred is an excellent repre- 
sentative of the imbecile old man, and his part 
puts us strongly in mind of poor Robson, in the 
** Chimney Corner.” Mr R. Soutar has a charac- 
ter, that of Hibbs, exactly suited to his abilities, 
and admirably well does he support it. This 
character is a great relief to the drama, and 
when this clever actor comes upon the stage, he 
puts new life into thescene, andheis enthusiasti- 
cally applauded, and most deservedly so. Mes- 


dames Robertson, Sanger, and Leigh support 
the female characters with propriety. 





The operatic extravaganza of “ Robert the 
Devil” concludes a very pleasing evening’; 
entertainment. ‘The theatre is to be admired 
both for comfort, attraction, and the civility of 
the employés. 

lp crm 


VESTRY HALL OF SHOREDITCH AND THRE 
THEATRES. 


On Tuesday evening, at the ordinary 
meeting of the Shoreditch Vestry, Mr Angell, 
solicitor, appeared to present a petition on 
behalf of Mr J. Douglas, of the Standard 
Theatre, and Mr Lane, of the Britannia 
Theatre, representing the injury they sus. 
tained by the practice of letting the Vestry. 
hall of the perish for concerts and other pub- 
lic entertainments of a similar character, in 
consequence of which the value of their 
property had been seriously deteriorated, 
They contributed between them £500 per 
annum towards the rates of the parish, and 
considered they had just grounds for com. 
plaining, as, owing to the price at which the 
hall was let being far below that which 
would have to be paid for the use of their 
theatres for similar purposes, they (the 
petitioners) were deprived of a considerable 
source of income, especially in the dull 
season of the year. In addition they had 
been put to great expense in engaging 
extra talent to compete with those who had 
taken the hall. The price charged for the 
use of the hall was such as would not have 
proved remunerative had the place been 
built by a private speculator, and the funds 
of the parish were thus being used ina 
manner which was unjust to the petitioners. 
When the Vestry-hall was proposed to be 
built, at a cost of some £30,000, the 
ratepayers were informod that it was 
absolutely necessary for conducting the 
parochial business, and for holding political 
and other meetings, but it was never 
stated that it was intended to be used 
for public entertainments. A _ long 
discussion ensued, Mr C. Stevens stating 
that the expenses of lighting, cleaning, 
&c., whenever the hall was let, amounted 
to 60 per cent. of the charge made for its 
use. In estimating this charge the 
Vestry had not taken into consideration 
the original outlay for the dwelling, nor 
the wear and tear, and this operated very 
unfairly as regarded private speculators 
in the same vicinity. It was resolved 
that the petition should be referred to 
the Vestry-hall Committee for consideration 
and report, and that Messrs. Douglas and 
Lane, or their representative, should 
be allowed to be present atthe meeting of 
the committee at which the subject was 
considered 
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NEW ITALIAN OPERA, THEATRE ROYAL, 
LYCEUM. 
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Tne prospectus of the New Italian Opera is not 
yet issued, but it is said that opportunities wil! 
be afforded of hearing a number of artists who 
enjoy a high reputation on the Continent, but who 
areas yet unknown in England. There can be no 
doubt that the English public will appreciate real 
talent from whatever quarter, and that a welcome 
will be given to any deserving new comers. An 
engagement has been accepted by M. Verger, who 
has been for the last five seasons principal baritone 
Madile Ricci, who 
has recently made a great success at the Italian 
Opera in Paris, is also engaged. Signor Gardoni 
has signed an engagement, and will sing on the 
opening night, Monday, May 3rd. Negotations 
are also pending with Madame Trebelli, Signor 
Bettini, and other well-known favourites. En- 
gagements have been signed by the principal 
members of the late orchestra and chorus of Her 
Majesty’s Theatre. 

en 


POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION. 


~ On Wednesday last, their Royal Highnesses, 
Princesses Lousia and Beatrice, attended by Lady 
Caroline Barrington, Miss Morell, Madlle Bauer, 
aad Major-General Francis Seymour, C.B., were 


tion with their presence, to hear the lecture on 
and witness the experiments with the enormous 
induction coil, which has been manufactured by 
Mr Apps. Their royal highnesses were received 
by the chairman and the directors of the Royal 
Polytechnic Institution, at the private entrance, 
5, Cavendish Square, and conducted to the royal 
box, fitted up in an elegant manner by Messrs 
Druce and Videon. They retired evidently 
pleased with the exertions of Professor Pepper 
and the directors to entertain them on this 
occasion. 
——<——___—- 


WHITEHAVEN 

THEATRE ROYAL, ROPER STREET. 

Mr Paumrer on Monday night Jrovenies the 
sensational drama of ‘* Under the Gas-Light’”—a 
piece which has attracted large houses in the 
metropolitan theatres. ‘To do ample justice to the 
“ sensational,” Mr Paumier has spared no expense 
toaccomplish that object, the scenic and me- 
chanical portions of the piece bring all the new 
stage accessories into full operation, the introduc- 
tion of the railway and express engine fairly sur- 
passing the stage appliances of any ordinary 
theatre. 

It is with pleasure that we turn to the burlesque 
of * Black Eyed Susan,” the dresses and properties 
inwhich are unexceptionable, the piece being put 
on the stage better than any we have ever seen in 
this theatre. The part of the heavy in villain , 
Hatchet, Mr Moxon renders with true burlesque 
acting, his contrasts of the sublime and ridiculous 
being in excellent keeping with the character. Cap- 
tain Crosstree is excellently played by Mr God- 
dard, whose rendering of the songs is deservedly 
applauded. We cordially recommended all who 
wish to enjoy a hearty laugh to witness the 








burlesque of * Black-eyed Susan.” 


ECLECTIC THEATRE. 


On Friday, 2d inst., the members of the Zeta 
Dramatic Club gave their second private per- 
formance before a numerous audience. The 
programme comprised “ Cool as a Cucumber” 
and the “* Ticket-of-Leave-Man.” In the farce, 
Mr J. Morton Killick gained considerable ap- 
plause by a fair impersonation of Plumper, and 
the Misses Ingestre displayed more than ordi- 
nary ability in the characters of Miss Jessy 
Honiton and Wiggins. Mr Gunton as Fred 
Barkins performed creditably, but Mr Jno. 
Saunders, who represented the senior Barkins, 
occasioned no little amusement by his innocent 
retreats to the wings for more than the usual 
prompting. 

Aftera rather lengthened interval the cur- 
tain rose and disclosed to view the Bell Vue 
Gardens, the opening scene in the “ Ticket-of- 
Leave-Man.” The principal character was sus- 
tained by Mr A. C. Moore, whose unsuccessful 
attempt to imitate the Lancashire dialect some- 
what prevented in the earlier scenes a complete 
understanding of his utterances; on the whole, 
however, he may be congratulated on a perfor- 
mance free from exaggeration, if not marked by 
any special ability. Hawkshaw and Jem Dalton 
found creditable representatives in Messrs H. 
and C, J. Havart, the acting of the former being 
especially praiseworthy in the first scene of the 
last act. Mr H. Brougham as Melter Moss, 
won well-deserved plaudits; his appearance, 
gait, and utterance being equally meritorious. 
Mrs Willoughby found a reflection almost life- 
like in Mr J. M. Killick, while her precocious 
grandson was, if anything, a little overdone by 
Mr C. Hart. The other male characters were 
fairly represented and presented no special 
claim for commendation, excepting Mr Henry 
Hart, who successfully contrived to make him- 
self quite inaudible, and that is said to be a 
merit in these Dundreary days. The Misses 
Ingestre again distinguished themselves, and 
set the gentlemen admirable examples in not 
requiring the prompter’s aid, indeed May Ed- 
wards and Emily St. Evremond rarely receive 
such justice at the hands of amateurs. 

The performance was well received, the only 
drawbacks being the lengthened intervals,which 
were somewhat mitigated by the excellent musi- 
cal arrangements of Mr Pearce. 








Mr H. Barnett, the acting-manager for Mr 
Fechter fur so many years, has made an arrange- 
ment with Mr J. B. Buckstone to open the Iay- 
market Theatre for three months at the conclusion 
of the present season, about the middle of July. 

Miss Glyn has been giving some readings ia 
Edinburgh fromShakspeare with her usual brilliant 
succcss. 

The Princesses Louise and Beatrice, accom- 
panied by a numerous suite, visited the Royal 
Amphitheatre and Circus, Holborn, on Thursday. 

The Princess Beatrice, attended by Lady C. 
Barrington, Madame Moreli, and General F. Sey- 
mour, visited Drury Lane Theatre on Tuesday. 

The son of his Highness the Viceroy of Egypt 
and a numerous suite visited the Royal Amphi- 
theatre, Holborn, on Saturday evening. 











116 


THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 








CORRESPONDENCE, 


Notice To Secretarizs or AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
Crivuns.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

B. C.—Who is a good teacher of elocution?—Mr 
Cowper, Mr Ryder, and E. Stirling. 

Amateur.—W hat is the charge for a night at the 
Eclectic Hall and the Cabinet? Very reasonable; 
enquire at 18, Denmark-street, Soho, and 7, 
Euston-road. 

Srmxin.—We are sorry your name was omitted in 
the noticejof Watkins’s benefit, but we had nothing 
to do with the affair further than to assist the 
views of the committee. 

B. Brown.—We cannot give you any information 
respecting the person you name. 

A. F.—We are obliged for your subscription, 
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MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
THE DRAMA. 
BY “GAMMA.” 
CHAPTER VIII. 


Ir has been aptly remarked that the theatre is 
merely a mercenary institution, and regulated by 
no other principle than the market principle of 
supply and demand. Theatres are built upon 
speculation, and managers open shop like so many 
tradesmen puffing their wares by means of 
gigantic placards and eye-catching advertisements, 
and drawing houses by the ordinary clap-traps of 
commercial quackery. It was not so at Athens, 
where the theatre was supported by the State, 
and every citizen had his theatre money or free 
entrance, and a man who did not attend the 
theatre was called an ddiotes, hence the word 
idiot. Then the theatre was a moral institution. 


* Theatrical 











The hot pollot loved to witness good acting, even 
as at Ceylon now-a-days, where the managers find 
it necessary, so fond are the Cingalese of dramatic 
exhibitions, to use the hose of an engine for the 
purpose of expelling them from the house, after 
the performance, by a copious syringing. The 
theatre is, or ought to be, the school of morals 
and manners. There they ought to be taught 
both by example and contrast. Evil must be 
personified as well as good. But so long as the 
evil and the foolish are most attractive, so long as 
the buffoons receive the highest wages—(Toole is 
now receiving, from Mr Douglass, the highest 
salary ever given to a comedian, for making 
faces at the audience, and indulging in grotesque 
and ridiculous action, to say nothing of the cock- 
nified slang and wretched songs they treat their 
hearers to)—so long must the theatre remain in a 
degraded condition and await the advent of a 
Macready the Second. 

The dramatic performer has a noble mission 
and an honourable priesthood. He is not a mere 
mountebank engaged by the night to utter 
double-entendres 1n a fantastic dress for the amuse- 
ment of the rabble. There is too much of this 
unscrewing to the level of the popular intellect 
and vitiated taste of the million. Why not boldly 
resolve to raise them in their own estimation and 
in that of their sincere well-wishers, the educated 
classes? This Macready tried to do. And this 
he succeeded in doing whilst he was manager, but 
unfortunately on his retirement no one else con- 
tinued the good work, at least at the patent 
theatres. It was left for C. Kean and Phelps to 
revive the drama in after years, but their efforts, 
I fear, were not crowned with the like success. 
Chatterton, it must be admitted, has done much 
to improve the taste of the people; but then 
again, there is that pandering to the stupid 
fashion of the day that will not allow him to be 
consistent. His pantomime is attractive, so he 
must needs revive it at Easter, and instead of 
commencing with Shakspeare, as he did during 
Lent, must perforce fall back on Victor Hugo! 
And yet he cannot complain of want of patronage. 
Phelps, Dillon, and King, brought him crowded 
houses nightly. These actors are not perfect, it 
is true ; they are very talented and versatile, and 
perhaps the best that we have; King is dignified 
and a good elocutionist, rhythmical and correct, 
and will be a great acquisition to the London 
boards. We know what Dillon and Phelps are; 
we also know what Sullivan, Marston, Ryder, and 
Montgomery are (by the way we must heartily 
trust that Mr Barry Sullivan will succeed in his 
noble effort to restore Shakspeare at the Holborn), 
and weremember what poor Charles Kean was. 
Now they, as Johnson said of Garrick, represented 
every character but the perfect gentleman. A 
dramatist has yet to make his appearance in the 
world who will give the finished gentleman the 
precedence on the stage and put the strutters and 
bellowers, who imitate humanity so abominably, 
in that inferior position which they certainly will 
occupy ina state of high social refinement. 
the gentleman be, as he really is, the head of 
society, his character is certainly the most difficult 
to represent, but the time must come when he 
shall take the lead on the stage of the theatre as 
he does on the stage of social life ; the highest 
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' refinement is requisite to form his character. He 
>is the perfect music of speech and of action. 
hese remarks are worth noting. We have No 
gentlemen on the stage. The Kembles, Young, 
Farren, and Vandenhoff, were gentlemen. 
“Macready Is a gentleman. 


(To be continued.) 













THE ROOT OF THE DRAMA. 


' AppARENTLY the drama is imperishable, but 
whether it be progressive in its essence may he 
Hopen to doubt. Were we to judge by appearances 
atthis time the negative would seem the most 
rational position. But, as the present writer is an 
affirmative and a hopeful thinker, let us suppose 
hat this isa transitional period. According to Ham- 
Jet, the poetic dramatist has to reflect the spirit of 
he age. If unable to do this, if only able to depict 
manners, he will not retain a permanent hold of 
he stage. Even “rare old Ben,” as he was not 
ble to grapple with the most profound enigmas 
of passion, is comparatively obscure. In the age 
of Aschylus and Sophocles the tendency of the 
drama was toindicatethe subjection of man to iron 
Fate. In the reign of Elizabeth, when there were 
wo or three dramatists but a few degrees inferior 
o those of Greece, and one greater than all, there 
vag now and then a glimpse of light and life. 
fet, on the whole, how few of our tragedies but are 
gloomy and revolting! Some of them are so full 
of horror that it would be impossible to act them, 
nd some are so licentious and disgusting that it 
amazing how they were tolerated by our ances- 
ors. More filth and pollution followed in the 
eign of Charles the Second ; Otway also a little 
ater wrote plays that (like “The Orphan”) are 
mnactable on account of the incestuous subject. 
The Puritan idea of morality, however, proved to 
be very erroneous, and the stage ridiculed the 
pseudo religion of the austere bigots who all 
ttempted to prove the drama an invention of the 
Devil. It was but the other day that -I heard a 
methodist in the train assail the memory of the 
preatest dramatist of the world, as if he were one 
pf Satan’s sons. Well, he did some harm, but far 
more good, even in @ moral sense. I will not 
ttempt to defend some lascivious passages in the 
nighty and immortal plays of the first of our 
jramatic poets. They are but the offspring of an 
geemerging from barbarism. It is certainly a 
nestion to be discussed with temperate reason, 
hether we do not lose strength and vitality by 
fusing to introduce certain problems of life into 
he modern drama. The delicacy of our age may 
generate into prudery. “’Tis a pity she’s a 
hore”—the title of a fine play—would certainly 
ot be underlined as the designation for a new 
ama at any house, high or low, and assuredly 
is far better to have refined language as well as 
ood morality everywhere; but, for all that, 
00 often “‘ Shame flies from the heart, and takes 
fuge in the lips.” “I have seen pieces that have 
most made me ashamed of human nature,” was 
nce said,” without a coarse expression through- 
t.” In the drama of the French, even at this 
ty, immorality is paraded before the eyes of an 
udience with unblushing effrontery. We have 
80 our “ School for Scandal”—which one may 
bnceive to be little adapted to promote the moral 


































































































welfare of our daughters ; but on the whole in 
England there is a manifest advance towards a 
better state of feeling in the productions of the 
stage. Yet, is there a single drama of our 
century that is ever acted, that delineates the 
great passions of our nature? Is there anything 
like a “Hamlet’’ in the range of literature, 
English or German, not excepting ‘* Faust ?” 
Goethe, indeed, equal to two Schillers, and 
perhaps a Voltaire to boot, was a great genius, 
and of living poets Browning only touches him. 
But it is the dramatic more than the philosophic 
or purely poetic elements that makes “ Hamlet ” 
little less than a miracle. It is the living heart 
and soul, as wellas the mind of a man, that is 
here so marvellously depicted. Scarcely any 
actor probably could delineate ail the phases of 
Hamlet. It is the greatest of masculine portrai- 
tures; Cleopatra and Lady Macbeth being the 
most wonderful of feminine characters. Goethe 
and Schiller are names that we cannot ignore in 
the drama; yet Goethe can hardly be called a 
great dramatist ; for it is as a thinker and a critic 
that he ranks highest. The genius of Schiller, 
noble enough, has also failed to produce a single 
drama certain of immortality. A dramatic poet 
of the very highest gifts could confer an inestima- 
ble boon on our age. The flimsy novelists and 
drawing-room! poets who have written for the 
modern stage cannot possibly regenerate the 
drama. They may refine, and even purify the 
taste, but they cannot appeal to the souls of our 
generation. Browning is probably the man of all 
poets who could write a fine, and perhaps a great 
play. At present, however, he has not done so, 
and his poem of “The Ring and the Book ” seems 
to be that on which his fame will rest,—placing 
him but a little after Milton, with Shelley, Byron, 
Coleridge, Keats, and Wordsworth. What a pity 
that we have not Browning as a dramatist also! 
The root of the drama can neyer be discovered by 
elegant and shallow explorers, who only seek to 
please the fastidious and the “* polite,” 

The tinsel that they offerto a nice appetite is 
but the jelly and the cream of the stage ;—all that 
is robust and vigorous eluding their grasp and 
experience. We want life and soul as well as 
body. We want a substantial repastfor the mind, 
the characters living aud breathing, and new and 
more spiritual elements consecrated to humanity 
in those dramatic works which we still hope may 
come. Shadows that people the stage we have 
enough of. When the age finds its exponent and 
an actor also, the degeneracy of the stage will not 
be a theme for lamentation. Bera. 





Mr Shepherd, after a management of many 
years, takes his farewell benefit at the Surrey on 
the 21st inst. 

The Snowflake Ethiopian Minstrels gave a ver 
pleasing entertainment at the Town Hall, 
Brentford, on bitig og evening last. 

It is said that Her Majesty’s Theatre will in 
future be dedicated to theatrical performances, and 
will no longer be used as an opera house. 

‘Good for Nothing,” and “ The School for 
Scandal,” were performed on Wednesday evening 
at the Birkbeck Literary Instituton. The theatre 
was crowded. 
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CAMDEN HALL. 

On Thursday evening a private entertainment 
took place at this hall, under the management of 
Mr H. Brooksby. The first part of the pro- 
gramme comprised a quantity of singing by 
various ladies and gentlemen who were all more 
or less successful, especially Mr Walter Goodchild 
and Mr W. Brooksby; the latter gentleman sang 
with much ability two songs in character, “John 
Anderson my Joe,” and “Buy a broom.” With 
the favourite farce of the ‘* Rough Diamond” the 
performance merrily concluded. As Margery, 
Miss Lizzie Dudley was charming, her acting was 
characterised by great natural freshness and 
humour. Mr C. A. White was extremely 
amusing as Cousin Joe, it is in such broadly 
comic parts that he is seen to best advantage. Mr 
H. Franklin played Sir William with great point 
and care, while Miss Constance and Messrs 
Herbert, Morton, and G. Chambers were perfectly 
efficient in their respective characters of Lady 
and Lord Plato, and Captain Blenheim. 

The curtain descended amid _ considerable 
applause, with loud calls for Margery and Joe. 





S1r,—I sball teel obliged if you will permit me 
to stete that the differences between the direction 
of the Royal Italian Opera, Covent-garden, and 
myself have been satisfactorily arranged, and that 
I shall have the honour of appearing at that 
theatre early in May, I am, &c., 

CHRISTINE NILSSON. 








During the past few days the Siamese Twin® 
have been seriously indisposed, their condition 
causing some alarm. They have, however, re- 
covered their usual health. Miss Swan, the Nova 
Scotian giantess, has been confined to her bed by 
illness. 








GOLDEN SANDS. 
Our childhood’s happy hours, 
With all their smiles and flowers, 
How on my soul their fragrance lingers yet, 
Those bright and sunny years, 
With all their smiles and tears, 
That marked the hallowed time when first we 
met. 


When our young hearts once strolled, 
With feelings all untold, 
Through the bright paths of Fancy’s fairy 
land, 
Remember’st, love, that time, 
In all its vernal prime, 
When life’s glass ran all ever golden sand. 
HotMes Anton, 
——$»_» _—_—— 
The “ Nord” announces that Madlle Nilsson 
has bestowed her hand on the Duc de Massa. 
Wuaris tus Mysrery at Her Maszsry’s 
Tu&arre ?—There certainly is one. Not merely 
is the house completely finished, and the gas 
lighted, according to contract, by Messrs Trollope, 
but the act-drop, beautifully painted by Mr Telbin, 
is in its place, and the dock and the painting-room 
are full of new scenery, ready for a performance, 
Nonopy takes reproof so kindly as he that deserves 
most to be commended. 
Tueatres and balls are often the mere embroidery 
on the tattered clothes of civilised life. 





Hotiteway’s Prits.—Health’s Fountain.—It 
cannot surely be necessary to remind any intel 
gent reader that the purity of the blood deter. 
mines every invalid’s health and vigour. Hollo- 
way’s medicine searches out the slightest taint in 
the vital fluid, and neutalizes or expels it, so that 
the circulations supports the system in place of 
sowing the seeds of decay. When epidemics 
are advancing, and disease is steadily on the in- 
crease, it behoves every one to have a restorative 
like these Pills ready to set right any irregularity 
in stomach, liver, bowels, or kidneys. Holloway’s 
treatment is specially suitable fer the young, 
delicate, and nervous, who are most susceptible 
of any prevailing sickness, and whom violent 
measures would endanger little less than the 
epidemic, 


Frencn Butus.—When the Abbé de Matignon 
was at his uncle’s, the Bishop of Lisieux, he was 
shown the cathedral, and his guide told him it 
was built by the English.—‘*Ah,” said he, with an 
air of contempt. “I could easily tell it was not 
made here.” —‘* How old are you ?” said Madame 
de Fronlay to the abbé.—‘‘ Why, [ am only thirty- 
two,” said he; ‘* but I count myself thirty-three, 
because a little brother was born a year before I 
was, and died, evidently keeping me back a whole 
year by accident.” 


Anercpore of Lamartine.—Madame Audouard tells 
this story of Lamartine, and his visit to the cedars of 
Lebanon: “ These cedars,” says Lamartine, “are 
grand and impressive; they tower above the centu- 
ries ; they know history better than history knows 
herself; they astonish the people of Lebanon. On 
reaching the spot, Madame Audouard saw what 
seemed a group of dwarfed and worn-out trees, of no 
beauty or majesty whatever. Her guide asked her 
if he should carve her name with that of Lamartine, 
She asked if he had accompanied the poet on his visit 
to the spot.—‘‘ Accompanied him! no, for he never 
came here. He sent me to carve his name, while he 
remained in Beyrout, as everybody else does.” 


Wuart is the difference between an old married 
couple who stay at home and quarrel, and a young 
married [couple who go skating and break through 
the ice ?—The first stay in and fall out, and the second 
go out and fall in. 


ReTALiaT1ion.— Revenge,” says the proverb, “ is 
sweet.” Different men have different ways of show- 
ing it. Brown’s way is harmless and humorous. 
Two Joneses live next door to each other, and having 
to call on one of them, Brown, of course, went to the 
wrong house. A crabbed servant answered the bell, 
and on Brown’s asking, “ Is this Mr Jones’s ?’”’ she 
replied, snappishly, as if she had been bothered with 
many such inquiries, “No, it ain’t,’’ and slammed 
the doorjin his face. Brown walked on a hundred 
yards or so, when a bright thought struck him. He 
returned at once, and rang the same bell again. 
Again the crabbed servant appeared.—‘** Who said it 
was?" asked Brown, triumphantly, and instantl 
walked away, dodging to avoid a lump of coal whic’ 
followed his retreat. 


Taere is talk in Paris of the probable 
separation of a great singer from her husband. 
Le Figaro of Thursday says, “ It appears that 
in a recent tour her husband has lost a little 
more money than the artiste has gained.” 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
B day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W: Donaldson: Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W. S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 


CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 

day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 

Lion-street, Holborn, WC. R.S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 


MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
E evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, Mr T. E, Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 

SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 

C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 

ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 

ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. Allapplications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 
eer ss Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 

pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Vin. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8,Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 

RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372,* 

Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 


Medlicott, oon: Manager. —— with references, 
pies made to F. Small, jun., Secretary, .6, Albert-road, 
ston, 


HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 

Yevening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 o’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E, Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 





CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
AVING undergone some improvement may be had 
by first-class Amateur Clubs. Pupils instructed 
and brought out by MR DRYDEN, 7, Euston-road. 





ECLECTIC THEATRE. 


N TUESDAY, MAY 11, at a quarter to 7, Lytton 
Bulwer’s admired play, “The LADY of LYONS,” 
after which, at 9.15, Dion Boucicault’s great Drama, 
“The COLLEEN BAWN.” 
The following parts are open, with the prices at- 
tached, for which Tickets will be given in equivalent— 
‘Lady of Lyons.”—Claude Melnotte, 15s. Beau- 
seant, 7s. Deschappelles, 3s. Landlord, 1s 6d. 
— Bawn.’’—Sheelah, 5s. Highland Creagh, 


Also ladies for Madame Desehappelles, Widow Mel- 
notte, Ducie Bleunerhassett, and Kathleen Creagh. 

Rehearsals every Wednesday evening at Mr Keene’s, 
The Britannia, 167, City Road, private entrance in 
Britannia-street. Address—J. OWEN (Manager), 16, 
Eagle-street, City-road, N. 

Tickets for the Performance may be had on per- 

sonal application to Mr Owen. - 





Vacur.—An old lady was asked what she thought 
of one of her neighbours by the name of Chibbs, and 
with « very knowing look she replied, ‘‘ Why, I 
don’t like to say anything about my neighbours; but 
as to Mr Chibbs—sometimes [ think—and then again 
I don’t know—but, after all, I rather guess he’ll turn 
— good deal sucha sort of a man as I take him to 


Ws prey for meat,’’ as the foxes remarked when 
they jumped into the poultry-yard. 


THE ANNUAL BENEFIT 


of 
Mis BESSIE HARRISON is announced to take 
lace next month at the Theatre Royal, SADLER’s 
| WELLS, when Dion Boucicault’s successful Comedy of 
LONDON ASSURANCE, 
a Farce and Burlesque will be performed. 

Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of taking part in the 
above Dramatic performance are reques to make 
application to Miss Bessie Harrison, 25, Bow-street, 

ovent Garden, or 1, Camden Cottages, Camden Town. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 

street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punce 
tuality all studied. 

Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


OYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington, 
andthe ROYAL HIGIIBURY BARN GAR- 
DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GIOVANNELI.— 
Every evening, « new dramatic version of Mr Charles 
Dickens’s story of OLIVER TWIST, with new 
scenery and marvellous effects. Oliver Twist, Miss 
Eliva Hamilton ; the Artful Dodger, Mr E. Giovannelli; 
Mr Brownlow, Mr E. Byrne; Mr Grimwig, Mr E. 
Campbell ; Bill Sykes, Mr C. W. Chamberlain ; Bumbil, 
Mr C, Steyne ; Fagin, Mr J. Mordaunt ; Charley Bates, 
Mr Wareham; Monks, Mr Sims; Nancy, Miss ’L. 
Collier; Mrs Corney, Miss Reynolds; Mrs Bedwin, 
Miss M. Stafford. Preceded by a laughable farce, 
Dancing in the grand hall at half-past eight.—Doors 
open at a quarter to seven, performance to commence at 
a quarter-past. : 
mportant notice: Mr Giovannelli begs to inform the 
stewards and secretaries of societies, bean feasts, &c., 
that to prevent disappointment they are requested to 
apply early, as the dates are being rapidly filled up. 
The beautiful gardens elaborately decorated.—The 
grand hall magnificently embellished, and every im- 
provement that time and expense can procure, to render 
this establishment the first in Europe. Wanted fifty 
pupils for the new burlesque, apply to E, Giovannelli. 
dmission ls., including dancing in the ball-room 
Open every Sunday for promenade; teas, including 
watercresses and shrimps, ls. Stage-manager, Mr Mor- 
daunt ; acting-manager, Mr Hazlewood, jun. 
NEW SONGS, 
l\0 PROFESSIONAL LADIES AND GENTLE- 
MEN at Concerts and Music Halls.—A great vari- 
ety of NEW SONGS upon all the subjects of the 
present day, not having been sung in public, to be dis- 
osed of, written by a celebrated writer. Apply to 
.B., at the THEATRICAL JOURNAL Office, 335a, 
Strand. Songs written upon any subject at a few hours’ 
notice, 











TO AMATEURS. 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above, 
ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. — 
4 Always beautiful—Always attractive.—Redeco- 
rated.—New and beautiful costumes.—Portrait model of 
MADAME RACHEL, and numerous additions. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; extra 
rooms, 6d.—Open in the morning from elevena.m. till 
till ten p.m. 
rSTURGEON’S POLITICAL LETTERS to the 
M Trade Unionists, to the Industrial Classee, and to 
ohn Bright, Esq., M.P. One Penny each. ry 
and Co., 535° Strand, of whom may also be had “ er 
Lays for the newly Enfranchised,” parts 1 and 2, and 
various other Electieneering Songs. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


a been entirely RE-DECORATED, ‘in an ele 
extensive and long-established popularity, arenow O 


in the week. 





HOLBORN, 


oo and costly stvle, worthy in every way of their 


ENED for CONCERT and DANCING every evening 


THE GRAND BAND, 

UndeF the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 

N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 

Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling, 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o’clock. 





H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform the 
e Visitorsof SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he hus opened the whole of the 
NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
at the above Theatre, for the sale of all kinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale of 
prices .— 


GUINNESS’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLASS. 


GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PINT BOTTLES, 


YOUNGER'S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS, 
6d. BASS’S PALE ALE, 6d. 


PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d. and 6d. per GLASS. 


BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. 


OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 


Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 
CORDIALS 


of ee description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house. 


All kinds of B 


SCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices. 


CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
a A new and CONVENIENT ieee) = ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
the Dress Circle. 





O LADIES and GENTLEMEN desirous of participating in TWO THOROUGHLY GOOD PERFOR. 
MANCES, an opportunity is now offered, as the following pieces are about to be put in active preparation 
for a FIRST-CLASS LONDON: HOUSE, under the personal superintendance of MISS ROSETTA VACY :— 
THE ROUGH DIAMOND, 


THE HONEYMOON, 


THE FACTORY GIRL, 
THE CHIMNEY CORNER, 


A NEW FARCE, and 
A FAVOURITE PLA 
7 Several good parts open in each piece. Apply by letter only to Miss R. VACY, T. R., Sadler’s Wells; or 


on 


ednesday evenings, after 8, to Mr W. BARRETT, Clothworkers’ Arms, Arlington-street, New North-road, 


fy special permission), 








OPERA PERFORMANCES, PRIVATE THEATRICALS, CHARADES, &c. 


HE Nobility, Amateurs, aud the Profession are informed that Harrison’s New Grand Portable Theatre, the 
largest and best in London, with the beautiful scenery painted by the first scenic artists, for the Royal 
Dramatic College Fete at the Crystal Palace, can be engated for any performances, It has been fitted up for 
Charles Keane, Esq.’s Dramatic Performances at St. George’s Hall, Bradford; for the Whittington Club , Music 
Hall, Store Street; Myddelton Hall; City of London College; and at the mansions of most of the Nobility. 
New Theatres, with Scenery, Gas Fittings, &c., of all sizes for Private Rooms and Public Halls, can be 


HARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 
Nos. 25 and 31, Bow Street, Covent Garden, London. Costumes supplied in Town and Country. 


obtained at 





PAMPHILION HOTEL, 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 
“OT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 12 


SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. 


WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 


BASS’s Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
fcotch Ales on draught. 








TO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. 


RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane 
and Lyceum) has a first class Wardrobe for hire. 
Town or Country. Terms moderate. 16, Marquis- 
cowt, Drury-lane, W.C. N.B, Balls and Masquerades. 





TO MANAGERS OF THEATRES, 


\ R CHARLES MIRAN, the well known light 

comedian, being on his voyage to England from 
Australia, where he is expected about the middle of 
March, willbe open to engagements in Town or 
Provinces. All communications to be addressed to Mr 
CHARLES MiRAN, care of W.B., THEATRICAL JOURNAL 
office,*335a, Strand. 

“We feel it incumbent upon us to give a special word 
of greeting to two old favourites of the Sydney public, 
who reappeared after a lengthened absence from this city. 
We allude to Miss Louisa Arnot and Mr, Chas. Miran ; 
Mr Chas. Miran, who was warmly welcomed as an old 
favourite, is a great acquisition to any stage, as an actor 
of sterling ability, and he worthily maintains his former 
reputation,””—Sydney Morning Herald. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W 
BrstTow. 


To be had, by order, in any ofthe Provincial Towns. 


All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 3354, Strand, W.0., (opresite Somerset House 











Vou, XX 


MISS M. 
We tak 
our reade 
in New Y 
for some 
appearan 
position. 
“New Yo 
and prov 
certain 
no peculi 
qualify i 
tion of w 
actress is 
broader | 
her intre 
have bee 
phraseol 
colder § 


- purpose | 


chosen w 
On the o 
Hamlet | 
an actres 
baritonis 
her well 
of the pa 
almost i 
fancy th: 
Her reac 
perform: 
She is 
to her t 
ported. 
profusio 
of this t 
fulfilled 
paragra) 
good op 
bearing 
individu 
with at 
seems t 


MrS 
New Y 
thrown 





